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Section I. General Information
Through the Consolidated Vehicle Procurement (CVP) Program, the Illinois Department of Transportation makes grants to municipalities, 
mass transit districts, counties, and private non-profit organizations for ramp and lift equipped paratransit vehicles. Funding for these 
grants comes from various sources, including Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Sections 5310, 5311, and 5339 funding programs, as 
well as State sources.

A. Definitions

Transportation Provider Types
Public 
Transportation 
Provider

Organizations providing regular, continuing shared-ride surface transportation services that are open to the 
general public or open to a segment of the general public defined by age, disability, or low-income status 
and does not include intercity rail transportation, intercity bus service, charter bus service, school bus 
service, sightseeing service, or shuttle service.

Specialized 
Transportation 
Provider

Non-profit organizations providing transportation services to meet travel demand from mobility-challenged 
populations, including seniors and individuals with disabilities.

Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Funding Programs
Section 5310 Formula funding to states and designated recipients to meet the transportation needs of older adults and 

people with disabilities when the transportation service provided is unavailable, insufficient, or 
inappropriate to meeting these needs. Section 5310 applicants are either private non-profit transportation 
providers or public transit providers that have been certified by IDOT as eligible to receive Section 5310 
funding, in accordance with FTA Circular 9070.1H.

Section 5311 Formula funding to states to support public transportation in rural areas with populations of less than 
50,000, where many residents often rely on public transit to reach their destinations. Section 5311 
applicants are public transit providers operating in non-urbanized service areas.

Section 5339 Formula funding to states to replace, rehabilitate, and purchase buses and related equipment and to 
construct bus-related facilities. Section 5339 applicants are public transit providers operating in non-
urbanized service areas (populations of less than 50,000) and small urbanized areas (populations between 
50,000 and 199,999). Through the CVP program, only paratransit vehicles are eligible projects.

CVP Application Service Categories
Existing Service Public or specialized transportation services currently offered on a consistent basis.

Expansion Service Service proposed for additional clients, territories, and/or hours of operation by public or specialized 
transportation providers within an existing service area.

New Service Service proposed for previously unserved areas, and/or service proposed by providers not currently 
involved in IDOT's CVP program.

Geographic Definitions
Northeastern Illinois (NEIL) Shorthand for the Chicago, IL urbanized area, as defined by the U.S. Census. Inclusive of Cook, DuPage, 

Kane, Lake, McHenry, and Will, as well as northeastern Grundy County.
Illinois Urbanized Areas Large (>200,000 population) - NEIL, Peoria, Rock Island, Rockford, and St. Louis
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Small (population between 50,000 and 199,999) - Bloomington- Normal, Champaign, Decatur, DeKalb, 
Kankakee, and Springfield

For precise maps of urbanized area boundaries, please visit the Federal Transit 
Administration Census Map.
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B. Application Technical Instructions & Submission Requirements

To ensure veracity of claims regarding vehicle maintenance and driver training, as well as compliance with all necessary State 
and Federal program requirements, the following items must be uploaded to your organization’s 2026 Consolidated Vehicle 
Procurement Application in Black Cat:

a. Complete and accurate fillable PDF application document,
b. Scanned PDF of Page 4 ("Applicant Information"), signed by applicant's authorized representative,
c. Scanned PDF of Acceptance of Binding IDOT & FTA Certifications and Assurances signed by applicant's authorized 

representative and Affirmation of Attorney signed by applicant's legal counsel,
d. Notice of publication of a public meeting held regarding this application and minutes thereof,
e. Scanned copy of Opinion of Counsel signed by applicant's legal counsel,
f. Signed Board Resolution designating authorized signatory representative for applicant,

g. Any and all documentation materials referenced and/or requested in application Sections II, III, and/or IV.

PLEASE NOTE THAT FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH ITEMS A-G ABOVE CAN AND WILL RESULT IN THE FORFEITURE OF 
SCORING OPPORTUNITIES AND/OR THE INVALIDATION OF YOUR ENTIRE APPLICATION.

C. Application Review Process, Criteria, and Award Timeline

When you upload your application and the required materials mentioned in items A-G above to Black Cat, your application will be ready for 
submittal. Signatures must be submitted by the application deadline. Failure to secure signatures and/or upload required 
documents will result in an incomplete application ineligible for consideration.

When final review of the application is complete, award recommendation will be submitted to the Secretary of Transportation. Following 
the Secretary's approval, vehicles will be ordered and titled to subrecipients with an IDOT lien on each vehicle, which will serve as a 
mechanism for the enforcement of compliance on the part of the grantee with all certifications, assurances and attestations made relative 
to project performance and use of project equipment.

Your projects will be judged on: consistency with program goals and objectives, meeting public or specialized transportation needs, 
demonstrated and anticipated use of project equipment, maintenance of any vehicles granted during prior cycles, capacity to financially 
and administratively manage transportation projects, regional coordination efforts, ability to meet federal and state program requirements, 
and funding availability.

The Department considers that the submission represents the applicant's intent to undertake or continue the proposed transportation 
project promptly, with the receipt of the approved vehicle(s).

Additional Guidance

If you have any questions or need additional information, contact

Zoe Keller
Section Chief - CVP 
Phone: 312-793-1455
E-mail: zoe.keller@illinois.gov

Or attend a Virtual CVP Application Informational 
Meeting (date and time to be determined)

Jeff Waxman
Project Manager -- CVP 
Phone: (312) 793-5232
Email: jeffrey.waxman@illinois.gov
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Section II. Applicant Information
Applicant Information
Legal Name

City of Ottawa
Mailing Address (Street #, Street Name, City, State, Zip) County/Counties Served

301 West Madison St, Ottawa, IL 61301 LaSalle, Grundy, Bureau
Contact Name Title

Robert Hasty Mayor
Phone E-mail

(815) 433-0161 mayorhasty@cityofottawa.org
FEIN UEI (if applicable)

36-6006037 TXPYTA3X9BL5

Urbanized Areas (check the applicable button)

Chicago, IL UZA 

Davenport, IA-IL UZA 

Peoria, IL UZA 

Rockford, IL UZA

St. Louis, MO-IL UZA
Bloomington-Normal, IL UZA 

Champaign-Urbana, IL U 

Decatur, IL UZA

DeKalb, IL UZA 

Kankakee, IL UZA 

Springfield, IL UZA 

N/A, Rural Only

HSTP Regions (check all that apply)

NEIL Region 4 Region 8
Region 1 Region 5 Region 9
Region 2 Region 6 Region 10
Region 3 Region 7 Region 11

For Vehicle Information / Issues
Contact Name Title

Kim Zimmerman NCAT Transit Director
Phone E-mail

(833) 433-6228 kzimmerman@ridencat.com
By this application, it is the intent of City of Ottawa - NCAT to request vehicle(s) through the State of
Illinois' Consolidated Vehicle Procurement (CVP) program; and will meet all applicable state, federal and local acceptance, application 
and maintenance requirements. I certify that the information and statements provided in this application, and all supporting documents 
are correct and complete.
Signature of Authorized Representative (As authorized by board resolution) Date

Print name of Authorized Representative

Robert Hasty
Title
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Mayor
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Section III. Vehicle Request Form & Budget

Example

Please fill out the below table to register your 2026 CVP vehicle request.
(Double-click the table to access)

CVP Vehicles Requested Information on Vehicles for Which Replacement is Requested

Vehicle 
Priority

Vehicle Type 
Requested* Purpose for Request

Vehicle 
Type

Vehicle 
Year Mileage VIN

CVP Contract 
Number

+
-
+
-
+
-
+
-
+
-
+
-
+
-
+
-
+
-
+
-
+
-
+
-

MDL Replacement MDL 2018 204,106 1FDFE4FS9JDC36485
MDL Replacement MDL 2017 185,967 1FDFE4FS7HDC62108
MDL Replacement MDL 2018 201,831 1FDFE4FS5JDC36452
MDL Replacement LDL 2019 195,029 1FDEE3FS5KDC65358
MDL Replacement LDL 2019 162,645 1FDEE3FS5KDC65361
MDL Replacement LDL 2019 197,537 1FDEE3FS7KDC65362
MDL Replacement MDL 2016 161,694 1FDFE4FS2GDC07807
MDL Replacement LDL 2017 142,533 1FDEE3FS2HDC66055
MDL Replacement LDL 2015 237,225 1FDEE3FL2FDA35159
MV Replacement MV 2008 65,685 1GBDV13WX8D211952
MV Replacement MV 2016 113,652 2C7WDGCG4GR365042
MV Expansion

*Requested Vehicle Types and Descriptions
MV - Mini-Van w/ramp (2 wheelchairs/5 passengers)
LDL - Light Duty Paratransit w/lift (3 wheelchairs/12 passengers)
MDL - Medium Duty Paratransit w/lift (5 wheelchairs/14 passengers)
SMD - Super Medium Duty Paratransit w/lift (5 wheelchairs/26 passengers)
Super Medium Duty buses require extensive justification, and drivers must have CDL.

Vehicle Replacement Criteria
To be eligible for replacement, current vehicle must meet either Criteria 1 or Criteria 2 at time of application.
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If vehicle is eligible for replacement under Criteria 2, please provide documentation supporting reason(s) why the vehicle is in unsafe or 
poor condition, e.g., photos, receipts, repair estimates, etc. If a vehicle needing replacement did not reach the appropriate mileage criteria 
before becoming unsafe and/or inoperable, please provide a brief explanation as to why. Include the VIN(s) in this narrative. (Note: this 
text box will expand upon completion of entry to accommodate longer answers).

We are requesting replacement of two (2) vehicles under criteria #2 as both are older and maintenance on these will climb as they are 
kept in service.

VIN 365042 - 2016 Dodge Caravan has approximately 113,000 miles and replacement miles are 120,000 and that is the reason we have 
it on the grant since by the time the grant comes through this vehicle will be at the mileage cutoff and ready for replacement.

VIN 65685 - 2008 Chevrolet Uplander has lower mileage but is an 18 year old vehicle and the maintenance on this vehicle will start to be 
more expensive as at this age more parts will begin to fail. The air conditioning on this unit currently does not work. I spoke with a shop 
and they had advised that it is the rear evaporator and costs to repair that would be approximately $1,500.00 . I do not have a written 
estimate as I was not looking to spend that much on a vehicle that is valued from $500-$1500.00 per Lou Taglieferre at Center State Bus 
Sales.



Printed 08/28/26 Page 7 of 8 TR CVP01 (Rev. 03/07/22)

A. Project Budget 

Example

Vehicle Type Passengers Replacement Expansion New Service Total Units Unit Costs Totals Costs

Minivan 6 1 1 $75,000 $75,000

Light Duty 12 2 2 $126,000 $252,000

Medium Duty 14 3 3 $130,000 $390,000

Super-Medium Duty 26 $189,000 $0

Total 2026 CVP Request 1 2 3 6 $717,000

Please enter your vehicle requests into the blank cells below, and make note of your 2026 CVP budget request.

Number of Vehicles Requested
Vehicle Type Passengers Replacement Expansion New Service Total Units Unit Costs Totals Costs

Minivan 6 2 1 3 $75,000 $225,000

Light Duty 12 $126,000 $0

Medium Duty 14 12 12 $130,000 $1,560,000

Super-Medium Duty 26 $189,000 $0

Total 2026 CVP Request 14 1 15 $1,785,000

B. Project Justification

Please provide a brief defense of your proposal. Make sure to address the following topics:

• Describe the transportation program and needs of individuals in your current/proposed service area.
• If you are proposing new or expanded service, identify how these needs are currently not being met.

• Explain how the current transportation program will change if this grant is not approved.

City of Ottawa - NCAT provides demand-response public transportation for LaSalle County Monday 
through Friday, 6:30am - 6:30pm. The transit service provides over 75,000 rides annually. Last year our 
total miles were over 900,000 miles. At peak, we have 21 vehicles on the road. I will admit that funding is 
mostly to blame for not putting more buses on the road but there are days when we have no reserves left 
to fulfill assignments if a bus were to go down. Due to reduced routes and limited capacity, we are 
denying about 10 people per day.

NCAT recently developed a Strategic Plan which included a comprehensive operational analysis (COA). 
The Plan identified several gaps and challenges as well as opportunities and recommendations for 
improvements. Having newer reliable vehicles will help us address the issues identified in the COA and 
meet the needs of the community by allowing NCAT to expand service hours, days, destinations, and 
models (such as deviated-fixed, micro transit) to help us meet the goals of the Strategic Plan.
Assuming we can get our funding in place, we intend to add additional routes to our daily service and 
offer more trips for veterans or specialty medical trips out of County in CY2028.
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Section IV. Level of Current Service & Equipment Utilization

A. Hours of Service
Please list the total number of hours each day during which your organization offers paratransit services.

• Note: this is a total number of hours, not a range. If you operate 8:00 am - 4:00 pm on Mondays, you will enter 8.

• New/prospective applicants: if you do not already offer paratransit services, enter the number of hours in which you are 
planning to offer service.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Total

Hours of Service 12 12 12 12 12 60

B. Vehicle Usage

Average Number of Vehicles Used to Provide Service on a Daily Basis* 20

Peak Number of Vehicles Used to Provide Service on a Daily Basis* 21
*Note: do not include fixed route vehicles.

C. Total Annual One-Way Trips

Please enter your transportation program's one-way trip information for January 1, 2025 - December 31, 2025 (Calendar Year 2025).

• This is a “per person” count. E.g., transporting 3 people to a medical appointment 3 trips; transporting 3 people to the store and 
then back home 6 trips.

CY 2025 One-Way Passenger Trips 75,961

D. New or Expansion Service

Please enter he number of one-way trips you project to be served by the vehicle(s) requested for new service and/or expansion in the first 
year.

Estimated number of one-way trips (first year of new/expansion service) 500

Provide a detailed narrative of the reason for requesting new service and/or expansion vehicles. Include information about how your 
agency has identified unmet needs, what those needs are, and how the additional vehicles will address them. (Note: this text box will 
expand upon completion of entry to accommodate longer answers).

NCAT recently completed a Strategic Plan and additional service hours/days, trip destinations, and new service models were identified as 
ways to improve service and meet the needs of our riders. While we are only requesting one new expansion vehicle we will also use the 
replacement minivans for the expanded service recommendations, out of County medical trips and micro transit service.

NCAT will use the minivans to support long distance medical trips outside of LaSalle County for folks needing to access specialized 
healthcare in Peoria, Joliet, Brookfield (Hines VA Hospital), Princeton, and possibly Bloomington, and Rockford. We currently travel to 
Peoria twice per month but we know there is a demand for service out of County more often and to other places. While details of the route 
are still in discussion, we anticipate this service to begin CY2028. The minivans would not be the only vehicles used in the service 
expansion due to their limited capacity but if possible, they would be the primary vehicles assigned to those routes. We also intend to use 
our full-size vans (Ford Transit) for extra capacity.

Additionally, the plan identified different service model to enhance transit service. One model recommended is micro transit. NCAT, again, 
would assign the minivans as the primary vehicle for the micro transit routes.
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